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THE LIFE OF SHRI MAHAPRABHU
VALLABHACHARYA (c. 1479-1531)

-SHYAM DAS
SHRI NATHJI

Shri Mahaprabhuji then told Saddu Pande and the other Braja residents, “Shri
Nathji is my all and everything. Remain attached to His seva and be ever ready to
react to any complication. Most of all, keep Shri Nathji happy.”

Then with his own hands, Shri Vallabhacharya prepared an offering of cooked
grains. Until that day, Shri Nathji had only taken milk and curds. After Shri
Vallabhacharya cooked Shri Nathji His first meal, the Blessed Lord started to grab
food from the Braja Vasis’s lunch boxes as they went out to herd their cows.

In the year 1499 during the second day of the bright half of the month of Chaitra,
Shri Nathji appeared in Purnamall’s dream and told him, “Come to Braja and build a
large temple for Me.”

He gathered his wealth and left his town of Ambalya and travelled to the
Govarhdan Hill where Shri Mahaprabhuji told him, “Yes quickly build the temple.

Shri Mahaprabhuji asked the Govardhan Hill if He would mind if a temple was
constructed upon the sacred stones. The Govardhan Hill replied, “Shri Nathji always
resides in My heart. I will not be troubled. With pleasure, construct the temple.”

When a design was brought for Shri Nathji’s temple, Shri Mahaprabhu
Vallabhacharya noticed the temple towers and told Hiramani, the designer to make
another design without any towers. When the second design also included two towers,
Shri Mahaprabhuji again told Hiramani to make a third design without any temple
towers. When the third design came, it also had temple towers. Shri Mahaprabhuji
told Damodardas, “It must be Shri Nathji’s wish to have a temple with towers on it.
Shri Nathji will stay in this temple for a while, but when conflict with the Mughals
arises, Shri Nathji will move west to Rajasthan.”

It was Shri Nathji’s wish that His temple along with its towers be built and seen
by all. While Shri Vallabhacharya preferred to live in isolation, Shri Nathji was the
uplifter of not only divine souls, but of all souls. For the time being Shri Nathji played
with his local bhaktas and waited twenty years for His temple to be finally completed.
Then Shri Mahaprabhuji returned to Braja and established Shri Nathji in His new
temple in the year 1519 on the third day of the bright half of the month of Vaishaka.

Shri Vallabhacharya loved living in Shri Krishna’s land of Braja. Mahaprabhuji’s
followers called him, “The One who adores Braja.” Shri Krishna’s lilas, the focus of
Shri Vallabhacharya’s teachings could easily be felt in the sacred forests of Vrindavan
and Shri Vallabhacharya revelled there in Shri Krishna’s constant divine presence.
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After Shri Nathji began to reside in His new temple, Shri Vallabhacharya blessed
Purnamall, “Ask anything you desire of me.”

Purnamall replied, “I would like to offer Shri Nathji some very fine sandalwood
paste with my own hands.”

“Happily make your offering.”

Then Shri Mahaprabhuji adorned Shri Nathji with clothes and ornaments. On
that day, the joy experienced there was ineffable. There was a huge festival. After-
wards, Shri Mahaprabhuji made his disciple Krishnadas, the temple manager and
Kumbhandas became the temple singer. Shri Mahaprabhuji told them what foods should
be offered to Shri Nathji daily and Saddu Pande made sure that the necessary ingredi-
ents were delivered to the temple.

On the day before Shri Mahaprabhuji was going to leave, Shri Nathji told him,
“I want a cow.”

“I will arrange for one.” replied Mahaprabhuji.

Shri Vallabhacharya then told Saddu Pande, “Shri Nathji wants a cow. Sell this
golden ring of mine and purchase a cow for Shri Nathji with the money.”

Saddu Pande replied, “I have so many cows and buffaloes. They are all yours.
Just tell me how many cows you want.”

“If you give your cows to Shri Nathji then I have not truly given Him any. So
sell my ring and purchase a cow for Shri Nathji!” said Mahaprabhuji.

Saddu Pande purchased a cow and brought her before Shri Nathji. He was very
pleased. When all the Braja Vasis heard that Shri Nathji loves cows, one by one they
all started to present Shri Nathji with cows. Someone gave Shri Nathji four cows and
someone else gave Him eight. Many people gifted Shri Nathji cows and His herd grew
into thousands. Shri Mahaprabhuji started to call Shri Nathji “Gopal”. The bhakta
poet Chittasvami sings of Shri Nathji and His cows.

In front of Him there are cows.

In back of Him there are cows.

Here there are cows

There there are cows.

Govinda loves to live among His cows.
He runs with His cows.

He is content with His cows.

He anoints His body

With the dust that is raised by those cows.
When the cows cover Braja

One forgets the eternal realm of Vaikuntha. ( To be Continued
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Shrinathji Temple Board, Nathdwara has been publishing “Pushti Marg "
Quarterly Magazine for last nine years to propagate and expand the, philosophical
Doctrine of Shudhadwet and system of Pushti Marg sect propounded by Maha prabhu
Shrimad Vallabhacharyayji.

All the devoted Vaishnavas are beseeched to be the members of and serve the

Pushti Marg by making others to do the same.
- — _ ___________ __________ O C—
O O > O

MEMBER SHIP FORM

PUSTIMARG QUARTERLY MAGAZINE
Publisher :- Chief Executive Officer, Temple Board, Nathdwara-Pin-313301
Phone : 02953-232482, Fax-02953-232482, E-mail <shrinathdwar@bsnl.in>

ICICI Bank A/C No. 004501014021 Bank of Baroda A /C No. 10300100000318
www.shreenathjee.com www. nathdwara. in
Member ship Fee Annual Five(Years Life time
India Rs. 60 Rs. 300 Rs. 800
Abroad USS$ 12 USS$ 60 USS$ 160

Chief Executive Officer
Temple Board Nathdwara-313301

I/Messers want to be the member of Pushti Marg Quarterly Magazine for one/Five
Years/Life time from the month................ year. For this M.O./M.T./D.D. (Payable at
Nathdwara) No. ....eeeeeiecennn is enclosed here with. (please endorse the referance
“For Pushtimarg Patrika” while sending M.O./M.T./D.D./ or ICICI/BOB Bank slip.)
(D.D./Bank Order Should be on the name of C.E.O. Temple Board. Nathdwara)

Signature of the Applicant

Name of the APPLICANL......ccueieneiinveinisiesirininicssnncsssncsssisssssessssessssscssssoens
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District... State..eeeeeeeneeeceeeeeeeee Pin....cceeeeee..
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Adress for Sending letters, Articals and Member ship:-
EDITOR :- Pushti Marg Quarterly Magazine
(D. S. Paliwal, Pusti Extension Officer, 09829755702)
Lodha Ghati, NATHDWARA, Dist. Rajsamand, Rajasthan. Pin-313301
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